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THANKSGIVING HELPERS: Broward students rally to feed needy families 
MORE THAN 100 FAMILIES WILL HAVE A BETTER THANKSGIVING THANKS TO STUDENTS' WORK WITH THE 15th ANNUAL HARVEST DRIVE 
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Article Text: 

It wasn't until Josh Appel started collecting food donations for the Harvest Drive that he realized how many families in Broward County are struggling. 

"I thought we would be helping 10 or 15 families; I never it would be 167," said Josh, 13, a student at Tequesta Trace Middle School in Weston. 

He said the experience has made him grateful for the food he has on his family's table every day. 

"This has changed the way I look at things, and has taught me how important it is to help others." 

Josh is standing in the auditorium of Country Isles Elementary in Weston, which has been transformed into the packaging center for food that has been collected by 1,000 students attending 11 schools in Davie and Weston. 

All around Josh are boxes with labels such as "Baby Food," "Diapers," "Stuffing," and assorted boxes with cans and jars of cranberry sauce, sweet potatoes, and apple juice. 

And then there is a series of labeled paper bags, which will be filled with an exact order and amount of food and household items that are posted on giant cardboard signs around the room. 

The Harvest Drive is in ! its 15th year of giving families with children a week's worth of groceries and household items in time for Thanksgiving. The project is the brainchild of Renee Herman, who launched the charity when her children attended Country Isles Elementary. 

"We started with 34 families and now we're up to helping 167," Herman said. 

Herman said the 167 families, which have already been selected by school administrators through a screening process, will pick up their food supplies Tuesday. 

Each family gets 10 bags filled with pancake mix and syrup, 10 cans of assorted vegetables and soup, Thanksgiving staples such as cranberries, sweet potatoes and stuffing, and items such as pasta, aluminum foil and detergent. 

And families also get -- you guessed it -- a turkey. 

Families also pick out clothing for their children, new toys and baby supplies. 

"We have an angel that watches out for us," said Patti Bradley, who runs the charity with Herman and Kim O'Neill! . "Last year, the person who was going to provide turkeys back! ed out, but someone came through at the last minute." 

Kash Fallahzadeh, 17, Ashley Werbin, 17, and Nicole Gandolfo, 17, all students at Western High School in Davie, said that Harvest Drive also helps needy families within their own schools. 

"Sometimes the most needy people are the ones that are sitting next to you in class, but you would never know it," said Kash. 

"I've learned not to take anything for granted."


