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Abstract/Digest: 

The 15th annual Harvest Drive is searching for sponsors and donations as it expands for the first time to another part of Broward. 

Article Text: 

A Thanksgiving food drive that began 14 years ago at a Weston elementary school once again is looking to the community to help expand its mission. 

Every year since 1992, the Country Isles Elementary School Harvest Drive has collected food, clothing, toys and other necessities for hundreds of needy families in the community. 

For the first time, the drive is expanding into another community. 

"We are going to be holding another drive at Marjorie Stoneman Douglas High School this year," lead organizer Renee Herman said. 

The Parkland connection comes thanks to the Rotary Club of Weston and the Sunset Rotary Club of Weston, both of which have come on board this year. 

They joined forces with two Coral Springs Rotary Clubs, which offer Interact Clubs at both Douglas and J.P. Taravella High School in Coral Springs. 

Students from those schools already are working together to establish a new Harvest Drive at Douglas High that will assist 10 to 20 needy families. 

"We offered them a chance to watch this year and see how it is done, but they wanted to start right away," Herman said. 

Herman, like many of her volunteers, keeps the drive alive even though her own children have long since moved on from Country Isles. 

Last year, they helped provide a complete Thanksgiving dinner plus a week's worth of groceries to 170 Broward families. They also provide children's clothing, toys, bicycles, books, toiletries and baby items to families. 

All the donations are turned into a makeshift "store" in the Country Isles cafeteria, so families can come and choose what they need. 

It has become a huge effort that involves hundreds of volunteers. Nearly every school in the Weston area plays a part, collecting supplies or lending a hand. 

"Every school does what they can do," said Herman, who runs a Harvest Drive club at Western High School in Davie and admits she could not maintain the drive without the help of students in the community. 

"It is the kids helping the kids in the community," she said. "That is what makes it so special." 

For those who would like to help, the drive is in need of gently used clothes, toys and books. Diapers, baby supplies, detergent, shampoo and other toiletries are also always in short supply and sorely needed. 

To purchase perishable items, organizers need Publix gift cards and cash donations. 

The Harvest Drive will be Nov. 19 and 20 at Country Isles Elementary, 2300 Country Isles Dr., Weston. 

Volunteers are needed Nov. 16 to help organize the massive makeshift store. Students can receive community service hours for their help. 

Families, civic organizations and corporations willing to help can contact Renee Herman at 954-444-5548 or e-mail cieharvest@aol.com. 

Checks should be made payable to Western High School and can be sent to the school's address, 1200 SW 136th Ave., Davie, FL 33325. All donations are tax-deductible. 
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