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Article Text: 

It is never too early to start thinking about Thanksgiving when you are around Renee Herman. 

For the past 12 years, the Davie woman has focused on putting food on the tables of dozens of Broward families at holiday time. It's a project she began when her sons were students at Country Isles Elementary School in Weston many years ago. 

The 13th year of the newly renamed Country Isles Harvest Drive is aiming for even bigger things. 

``We try to change something each year to better ourselves and what we're doing,'' said Herman. 

Each year the Thanksgiving drive has provided food and other essentials for underprivileged families. 

Last November, they were able to provide 75 families with turkey and enough food to last at least a week. The families also go home with clothes, toys, books and toiletries. The project takes hundreds of volunteers, donations and countless hours. 

This year Herman and her tea! m of organizers, Kim O'Neill, Patti Bradley and Cindy Sanmaratino, are looking for help from the business community to push their project forward. 

Up until now, the financial burden has fallen primarily on the Country Isles families and a handful of small Weston businesses. 

The organizers are hoping to attract corporate sponsors to provide much-needed support. 

``We want to take this to the next level,'' said Bradley, a past PTA president at Country Isles. ``We need more people to find out about us.'' 

To encourage big business to come aboard, the organizers created a press kit and brochure to show potential sponsors exactly how serious they are. They have been mailing them to corporations, businesses and charitable organizations both locally and nationwide. 

``We're not asking for a lot. Just a little help from everybody in the community and we'll see where we can go with this,'' Herman said. 

Their goal is to find sp! onsors who can provide either financial help at any level or e! ven larg e quantities of the much-needed supplies. 

``It doesn't always have to be money,'' Herman said. 

They are also looking for storage space where they can store the donations. Currently they work out of a small PTA room at the school that fills up after just the first few donations. 

All of their children have graduated from Country Isles, but they remain loyal to a project that thrives on community spirit. 

``You've got teachers who go out of their way, PTA volunteers, friends of staff members, people who read about it in the newspaper all pitching in,'' said O'Neill, also a past PTA president at the school. ``That's what brings you back. You know through the community you are making a difference to those that need it.'' 

If you would like to participate in the Country Isles Harvest Drive, call Renee Herman at 954-444-5548 or e-mail www.cieharvest@aol.com. 
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